
18 I BJT december 2012_january 2013 I www.bjtonline.com

that the Travoltas displayed after his death won them 
worldwide sympathy.

Not only did the family have their grief to contend 
with; they also had to endure a multimillion-dollar 
extortion plot regarding the circumstances of their 
son’s death. Travolta took the extortionists to court but 
dropped charges after a mistrial. He has subsequently 
said that his family and faith–he has been a Scientologist 
since 1975–helped him survive the traumatic events.

Travolta uses his skill as a pilot for both humani-
tarian causes and fun. He flew the 707 to Haiti after 
the 2010 earthquake, bringing medical supplies and 
doctors into the disaster area. During the last season of 
Oprah Winfrey’s TV show, he flew with her entire stu-
dio audience to Australia, taking the controls for some 
of the journey, which Winfrey bankrolled.

When he’s not flying, he’s still making movies. His 
latest, which was released in July, is Savages, which 
Oliver Stone directed. Also in the works are Killing 
Season, with Robert de Niro, and Gotti, with Travolta 
playing mobster John Gotti. 

You just bought and learned to fly a Bombardier 
Challenger 601. What attracted you to this aircraft?

It uses Canadair technology, which has evolved to 
an extraordinary degree since the 1970s, although it is 
a 30-year-old Learjet design. 

What about your passengers?
I like to take my family around, [so] it has to be 

comfortable in the back. 

You regularly use and are a strong advocate for 
business aviation. What is the value of an organization 
like the National Business Aviation Association? 

It is very important to establish a scene at which the 
corporate aviation groups are allowed to show what’s 
new and up to date.

The one thing that my mechanics and pilots 
always want me to do is finance them to go to those 
yearly conventions.

They say, “John, it’s not just a joyride. We find 
out things that you don’t necessarily get elsewhere.” 

center stage
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Boeing 707 airliner 1962-1975 $17,110 19/52 5,500 520 328,000 N/A $10

Challenger 601 large jet 1983-1995 $4,571 9/19 3,289 459 43,100 $29.95 $1.9 - $4.2

Eclipse 500 very light jet 1983-1995 $872 3/4 574 371 6,000 $0.650 -$0.850 N/A

Assumptions: Fuel price: $6.86/gal. Variable cost: fuel, routine maintenance reserves, miscellaneous expenses. NBAA IFR range: two pilots, four passengers, 200 lb for each passenger, including baggage, NBAA IFR fuel 
reserve, 200-nm alternate. Sources: Conklin & de Decker Aircraft Cost Evaluator, Conklin & de Decker Aircraft Performance Comparators, Vref Aircraft Value Reference.

john travolta’s primary AIRCRAFT

F a s t  F a c t s
NAME: John Joseph Travolta

BORN: Feb. 18, 1954 in 
Englewood, N.J. 

OCCUPATION: Actor, dancer, 
singer and producer.

AVOCATION: Aviation. 
Travolta, a longtime pilot, is 
the current “Living Legends of 
Aviation” ambassador as well 
as a brand ambassador for 
Bombardier Business Jets. He 
won the American Institute 
of Aeronautics Foundation 
Award for Excellence in 2003.

TRANSPORTATION: Owns a 
Bombardier Challenger 601, 
a Boeing 707-138B and an 
Eclipse 500. Also has a Soko 
Galeb G-2 Fighter Jet and two 
ultralights.

PERSONAL: Married since 
1991 to actress Kelly Preston. 
Lives in Florida with daughter 
Ella Bleu (born 2000) and son 
Benjamin (born 2010).
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